Preamble: The ANKC Agility Rules have been structured to now allow clearly for Separate/individual heights. This has been done by providing Judges with specific minimum and maximum distances allowable between obstacles for each height category, when separate/individual height classes are conducted by an affiliate. 

Whilst the scheduling of separate/individual height classes is not mandatory, it sets out a clear direction on the above distances. Where a Club elects to run all heights together the Rules clearly give the same minimum and maximum distance for all heights (4m to 8m). Where a Club elects to separate heights and run a ‘separate/individual’ heights trial the Rules provide the Judge with reduced minimum distances for the 200 & 300 height categories. This has been done with the intention of providing closer more motivating distances between obstacles and also similar challenges to those faced by the larger dogs. 

Whilst the Rules are not descriptive on how a separate/individual height Trial should be conducted it is the belief of both the AAC and the Judges that the only fair way this can be achieved is by having significantly different courses using the closer distances for each height category. Otherwise there would be no difference between the two types of Trial.

There is a school of thought that adjustment of the SCT only constitutes separate/individual height Trial. The AAC and Judges unanimously agree that this does not constitute a separate/individual height Trial. The Rule change was developed to stop this practice and ensure that all heights were appropriately challenged and motivated. 

The following policy guideline is intended to remove any doubt in regard to the interpretation of what is a separate/individual height Trial.

“The intention of holding Individual Height Category trials is to ensure dogs are suitably motivated and challenged for each height category. This can only be achieved by providing competitors in each height category with purpose designed courses that make use of the varied distances between obstacles.
Therefore; 

Judges when contracted to Judge at a separate/individual height category event should design purpose built courses that adequately meet the above policy.

Clubs when choosing to schedule a separate/individual height category Trial must ensure that the Judges are aware of the above policy and that the format provided enables the above policy.’

