I want to go Trialling … What do I do now?

Before you can compete in agility, jumping or games trials, there are a few things you need to be aware of.

· Your dog must be at least 18 months old.

· You must be a full financial member of Dogs SA.  The address is SACA Park, Cromwell Road, Kilburn; telephone 8349 4797 or go to www.dogssa.com.au.

· Your dog must be registered as a pedigree on the main or limited register, or an Associate with Dogs SA. 
· Dogs registered on the Associate Register must be desexed.  In Accordance with Part IV Registration, B. 2. of the SACA Rule Book.
· Your dog must be officially measured and you must have a height card for your dog.  When having your dog measured, if your dog is desexed, please provide a copy of the desexing certificate to the measurer who will record the fact that your dog is desexed on the height card.  The height card is valid for the life of the dog and should be taken to all trials.

· You should be familiar with, and have a copy of, the current Agility Rule Books and the Agility Safety Guidelines.  These are available for downloaded on the Forms page.

· Trial entries must be lodged on official Dogs SA entry forms.  These are available for download on the Forms page.

When you become a full member of Dogs SA you will receive a monthly Journal.  The Journal contains trial schedules for upcoming events that you will be able to enter.  All schedules will contain a closing date for entries, and you must send your entries to reach the trial secretary prior to the closing date.  If your entries are not received by the closing date the trial secretary may return them.

What to do when it’s your first time at a trial

· Plan to arrive on the day of the trial approximately 1-1½ hours before the trial is due to start.  Bring a chair, dog crate or something to tie your dog to, tent or sunshade, and anything else to make yourself comfortable for the day.  Catering is available at all trials.

· Sit with other club members and/or friends.

· Walk your dog after you get set up.

· When the checkpoint opens you can collect your numbers and catalogue (if you have ordered one) from the trial secretary.  Some clubs have vetting.  This is where a pedigree undesexed bitch will have to be checked to see if she is in season.  If your bitch is desexed you can show a copy of your height card indicating that your dog has been desexed at the checkpoint (provided it has been recorded) so that she doesn’t have to be vetted.  Male dogs can just pass through the checkpoint without being vetted.

· Make yourself aware of which ring/s are yours.  You can walk the course/s once announced that they are available for walking.

· Make sure your dog is toileted before you go in the ring to compete.  Don’t forget to pick up after your dog.

· Always wear your number where it can be clearly seen by the stewards and judge.

· Familiarise yourself with who is competing before you, and be at the ring at least 3 dogs before you are due to go on.  The competitor on before you may be in another ring, and you may be required to go in early if you are at ringside waiting.  Approach the entrance gate when called, and only enter after the previous dog has exited the ring.

· Presentation of trophies and qualification cards is held at the completion of the trial.  It is courteous to other competitors to stay until the trial is over to support them.  Even if you don’t qualify, some clubs provide place cards from 1st to 7th, so it pays to stay until the end.

Good luck, and happy trialling!

