Review of State Games Championships in South Australia

At the Agility Special General Meeting held 15 November 2010 the members decided that the existing format for the running of the State Games Championships should be reviewed with a view to the Agility Advisory Committee developing a new format to be introduced in the 2012 trialling year (1/10/2011 to 30/9/2012).

The Agility Advisory Committee is endeavouring to enhance the profile of Agility Games with a view to increasing competitor entries and the number of trials held each year.

Until 2010 the State Games Championships comprised of 2 trials held over one day with the State Champion of each level in each discipline being decided by points accumulation based on both Qualifications and Placings.

Currently there are very few (about 7) Games trials held each year compared to Agility/Jumping trials (about 50). We want to encourage more clubs to hold trials which will give competitors greater access to Games competition in South Australia. This would have an effect of greater exposure of Games to the Agility community with a flow on effect of greater financial benefits to participating clubs. It will also assist South Australians to become more competitive at a National level.

To strengthen the Games competition in South Australia, the Agility Advisory Committee is proposing the following format for future State Games Championships commencing in the 2012 trialling year (from 1/10/2011).

A dog/handler team will gain eligibility, via qualifications gained throughout the year, to compete in a final to be conducted by DogsSA around October of each year.

A dog/handler team will be eligible to enter all 3 Games disciplines of Snooker, Gamblers and Strategic Pairs in either Novice, Excellent or Master depending on their status at the time.

To be eligible for entry to the final, a dog/handler team must satisfy the following condition(s):

(a)  Gained a qualification at any of the Games trials held prior to the State Games Championships
(b) The team will only be eligible to compete in one class (Novice, Excellent, Master) of the discipline.

(c) The class will be determined by the highest class the dog has qualified in.

On the day of the State Games Championships a single trial will be conducted by DogsSA in the morning followed by the finals in the afternoon.

Any team qualifying in the morning trial will gain entry to the final, if not already eligible for that class. There will be no entry cost to the final.

When a team gains a pass at one of the nominated qualifying trials they will be provided with a ‘Finals Notification’ inviting them to attend the final to compete in that class at the State Games Championships.

The AAC will provide to each participating club ‘Finals Notification’ paper slips to be attached to qualification cards on their trial days. Competitors will be requested to complete details on the form and forward it to DogsSA (AAC) as a Finals Nomination. 

Should the team subsequently qualify in a higher class during the year, the latter supersedes the former eg A ‘Finals Notification’ for Gamblers Excellent supersedes a Finals Notification’ for Gamblers Novice. 

If a team gains a title after submitting their entry into a lower classification in the State Games Championships, they would remain eligible to compete in the lower classification.

Given that a qualification at a Nominated Trial would provide a finals entry qualification, we believe the number of entries will be higher than in the past.

The Agility Advisory Committee would like to provide an opportunity for all Agility clubs to become involved in this revised format.

Clubs wishing their trials to be designated as a ‘Nominated Trial/s’ would be required to include a notation in their SACA Journal trial advertisement stating ‘State Games Championship Qualifying Trial’

(The participating club will not have to do anything else other than their usual trial protocol)

If you would like to participate in the 2012 trialling year, please let us know by 31/8/2011.

